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AcrTs, Chap. x. and Part of the 38th Verſe. 


Who went about doing g 


_— 


HESE words are fo plain and obvious, as not 
to require any comment: they fully ſet forth the 


practice and employment of our bleſſed Saviour, while 
upon earth, which I ſhall conſider in the firſt place; and 

then ſecondly, I ſhall ſhew the obligation we have to 
follow his moſt pious example. 


B Firſt, 


—— 
* 


) a 


F irſt, Jam to confider the practice and employment 
of our bleſſed Saviour, Who went about doing good, and 
thereby evincing, t that the religion He came to intro- 
duce, was worthy of, and proceeded from God ; for 
Satan, (as our Lord replies to the Jews) will not divide 
againſt himſelf, and carry on any defigns that ſhall 
weaken and deftroy his own kingdom » ſo that where 
there was a moſt holy life, the moſt pure and righteous 
doctrines and precepts ; there it was moſt apparent, the 
delufions of Beelzebub could have nothing to do ; but 
that it proceeded from a ſuperior power, and was none 
other than the finger of God. | 


The good about which our bleſſed Saviour was em- 
ployed, was ſuch as had relation to the bodies and ſouls 
of men; and commonly the former he effected, in or- 
der to introduce and eſtabliſh the latter. He caſt devils 
out of thoſe bodies, which being purified, became 
meet receptacles and temples of the Hory Gnrosr ; 
whereby the leſs, though more ſenſible inſtance of his 


kindneſs and compaſſion, became inſtrumental to the far 


bgreater enefits of his GRACE and SALVATION. 


| . 

When John the baptiſt ſent his diſciples to our Lord 
with the queſtion, Art thou He that ſhould come, or do we | 
look for anotber ? Mat. xi. 3. that is, art Thou the true 
Meſſiah, or are we yet to expect Him? our bleſſed 
Lord gave them. nv direct and poſitive anfwer, that He 
was, or was not; but deſcribed the Acts which He did, 

as belonging to the regal and propbetical office of the 
Meſſiah ; and which, by confequence, did denote and 
aſcertain the perſon who did thoſe. acts to be the He, 
who was to come. Go, ſays he, and ſhew Jobn again thiſe 
things which ye do hear and ſee ; the blind receive their 
febt, and the lame wall; the lepers are cleanſed, and the 
deaf bear ; the dead are raiſed up, and the poor have the 
goſpel preached to them, Mat. xi, 5. 


It is obſervable, here is no mention of Chriſt's prrefily 1 
office, and the propitiatory ſacrifice he was once to offer 
for the fins of the World ; probably becauſe John was to | 

be beheaded before that would be performed; and there- 
fore it was needleſs to acquaint him, that the Son of Man 
muſt be lifted up as the ſerpent was in the wilderneſs. S. John 
111. 14. It was enough to convince the Baptiſt, that He was 
the true Meſſiah, when He wrought thoſe extraordinary 
works, which the Evangelical prophet foretold of Him; 
B 2, and 


— — — — 


* 


te tongue of the dumb ſhould fing. 


; : ( f 8 ) © 
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and that the day was come, when the deaf | were to hear 
te words of the book, and the eyes of the blind were to ſee 
out of obſcurity and out of darkneſs ; when the meek alſo | 


Should encreaſe their joy in the Lord, and the. poor among 
men Should rejoice in the Holy One of Ijrael, Iſaiah xxix. 
18, 19. And ſtill more plain, chap. xxxv. ver. 5, and 6. 
ſpeaking of the times of the goſpel, M ben the eyes of the 


blind ſhould be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhould be 


wnſtopped ; when the lame man ſhould leap as an bart,” and 


This was the conſtant employment of our gracious 


Lord. After he had once entered upon his office, he 
literally fulfilled and ſtrictly anſwered the wonderful 


character which the prophets of old deſcribed him by ; 
for he inſtant] y gave /ight to the blind, feet to the lame, 
health and ſtrengtb to the lepers, bearing to the deaf, life © 


to the dead, and ee the Goſpel to the fuer: 


And as he condeſcended to i mens bodies in ſo 


many miraculous inſtances, he was as compaſſionate 1 
| their ſouls; and by preaching the goſpel produced as 

miraculous effects in relation to the ſouls of men, as he 
did with regard to theirbodies: he cleared and took 


away 


(9) 
away the blindneſs of the underſtanding, and enabled 
it to apprehend divine truths : he provided A remedy 


for the lameneſs and imperfections of our obedience, 
declaring that God would accept of fincerity inſtead of 


the perfection required by the law : he cleanſed them 


from the leproſy and pollution of fin, by the effuſion of 
his grace, and excellency of his precepts ; he removed 


their deafneſs and backwardneſs to hear, what it was moſt 


neceſſary for them to know, by affording them a full 
evidence of his authority and love, and extorting from 
them an open confeſſion, that he was a perſon ſent from 
God, and that never man ſpake as he ſpake. He enlivened 
their minds, and raiſed them from dead works to the 


rational ſervice of the living God. I mean not to re- 
cite the many inſtances of our Lord's doing good, which 
would be to tranſcribe the goſpel, or expreſs them ſo 
much worſe, by how much I ſhall vary from that re- 
lation ; for, as the royal pſalmiſt ſays, upon a like oc- 
caſion, Who (but an inſpired writer) can expreſs the 
noble acts of the Lord : who (without divine aſſiſtance) can 
ſhew forth all his praiſe. Let it ſuffice, that he went 
about doing good to mens fouls and bodies, and as I 
obſerved before, made the health of their bodies intro- 
ductive to their eternal ſalvation, No ſooner had the 
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( 1653 
blind man received his fight, but he had the courage 
and honeſty to avow the truth and reality of his cure 
before the Sanhedrim, or grand council of the Jews; 
and, when out of ſeeming piety and real malice to our 
Lord, they bade him give God the glory, and traduced 
Jeſus as a finner, he ſmartly replies, (what they were not 
able to anſwer by any argument but that of excommuni- 
cation) We know that God hears not ſinners, 8. John ix. 31. 
after which time he became a faithful diſciple of our 
Lord. Mary M agdalene, out of whom be caſt ſeven devils, we 
find one of his conſtant followers and attendants, accord- 
ing to that rule of our Lord, T hey that have received much, 
will love much, that is, they who had been cured of their 


bodily infirmities by 'our Saviour, would be apt to lay 
afide all prejudice and prepofſeſſion, and willing to 
liſten to that doctrine, which came recommended by 
the ſenſible proofs of the author's love and affection to 
them; and in proportion to them; and in proportion 
to the greatneſs, or ſmallneſs of thoſe cures, was there 


likely to be in all grateful minds, a favourable diſpofi- 


OTH a 3 ws G 
tion towards Him and his doctrines, this amongſt others 


being one of the effects which his miracles produced. 
That his chief concern was for the ſouls of men, is at 
teſted by the whole ſcope and tenor of the goſpel, 

| Which 


which is to inſtruct men how to provide for eternity, 
To this purpoſe the goſpel | abounds with inſtances, 
After that miracle of feeding five thouſand, our Lord 
warns them not to labour for the meat. that periſheth, 
but. for that meat which endureth to everlaſting life, 
which the ſon of man ſhould give unto them, St. 
John, chap. vi. ver. 27. and St. Luke acquaints us, chap. 
x. ver. 41. that our bleſſed Saviour entirely diſpenſed 
with the breach of hoſpitality, when the concerns of 
religion interfered with it, and although the utmoſt care 
and diligenee of both fiſters had been little enough to 
entertain their divine gueſt, yet upon ſo good an ac- 
count, our Lord admits of the excuſe ; and fince one 
thing was needful, before all others, and ſhe had un- 
ſeaſonably, (if any time can be unſeaſonable) choſen 
that good part, it ſhould not be taken from her ; nay, 
farther, ſo great was his, and ought our concern to 
be for the preſervation of our ſouls, that if it cannot 
otherwiſe, it is be done at the expence of a limb, and 
the diſmembering our bodies; we are even to part 
with a right eye, a right hand, or whatever is as dear 
to us, and ſhall ſtand in the way of our ſalvation ; and 
that for this very good reaſon, becauſe it is better to en- 
ter halt, or maimed into the kingdom of heaven, than hav- 
Ing all our limbs to be caſt into hell-fire, 
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I come now in the ſecond place 30 bew, the obli- 


gation we have to fallow our bleſſed Saviours moſt pi- 


ous example, by doing all the good we can. 


This is implied in the very mature of chriſtianity and 
is what we have all engaged to do; he is the cap- 
tain of our falvation, the great pattern we are to copy 
after, and follow with what ſpeed we are able. 


The many ways of doing good it is impoſſible to ſet 
down, none of them are to be neglected when they 

come in our way, and when they do not, we are to 
ſeek for them and go about doing good; though this can 
ſcarce happen, and is far from excuſing the ſuperſtitious: 


idleneſs of the mendicants and vagabonds of the ehurch 
of Rome, or their ſenſeleſs pilgrimages. 


There are none of us, I believe, I may appeal to all 


that hear me, but can find ourſelves employment within 


our own knowledge and neighbourhood, and neyer want 
occafion of doing good : for the poor we have always with 
us ; they whoſe wants, both of body and foul call upon 
us for a ſupply. The former of theſe, God be praiſed, 
is in ſome meaſure taken care of by a national pro- 
| viſion ; 


* 


* 


QC n3-) 

* viſion; and the laws of the land partly provide a ſuſte- 
nance and ſupport for the poor, who would otherwiſe | 
go without it, and always be at the mercy and com- 
paſſion of the rich. This is a great blefling, and per- 

| petual ſtream of doing good, though it has the fate of all | | 

1 other good things, and is liable to be abuſed. How | 

many are there inſtead of gratitude and thanks to Al- 
mighty God, who, hath enforced this part of Chriſti- 22 | U 
anity by the authority of the civil power, fo. as it has 
no intermiſſion 3. how many, I ſay, are there that, in- 
ſtead of a ſuitable behaviour, make this bleſſing an oc- 


caſion of idleneſs, too often of intemperance alſo ; who 
caſt themſelves upon the public charity, when they 
are able to maintain themſelves by the work of their 
own hands; who | pend, in drunkenneſs and debauchery, 
what is intended for tho relief of their neceſſity, and 
make the induſtry of others the ſupport of their idleneſs, 
and inſtrument of their fin :: ſuch as theſe are wretches 
not to be reaſoned. out of their faults, and become the 
proper care of the civil magi iſtrate: but then others 
there are, who, through patience in well-doing, look for 
glory and immortality in the world to come; who, rely- 
ing on the providence and protection of God, bear up 
under misfortunes, and ſtruggle with neceſſities, who 
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(14 ) 
are unwilling} to. be burthenſome to their brethren, and 
intercept. that charity, which for ought they know, may 
extend to more | indigent perſons ; nay, who often con- 
tribute to the ſupport of thoſe very perſons, that would 


be able to aſſiſt them, were they alike painful and in- 
duſtrious. 


Whenever any of theſe are reduced to want, we are 
freely and chearfully to relieve them, and ſhew them 
all the kindneſs we can; for poverty ought never to be 
looked upon as ſcandalous amongſt Chriſtians, but when 
our own vices and faults have brought it upon us; then 
indeed it does not ſeem to be of God's ſending, but the 
natural product of our own wickedneſs. And when, 
through misfortune of any kind, without our own fault, 
our ſubſtance decreaſes, and neceſſity preſſes hard upon 


our heels, then it is plain, that, as God gave, it is He 


that | taketh away ; and fince he has a right-ſo to | 
do, we are to fit down with contentment, and reſig- 
nation to his will, under an affurance that he will per- 
form his cool. and if we truſt in him, he will nei- 


ther leave n. nor forſake us. 


In theſe and the like circumſtances thoſe, whom 4 
ha 


a 1 
hath made his ſtewards in this world, are with the 
good houſcholder, to bring forth out of their treaſure 


things new and old; are to ſupply the neceſſities of their 


indigent brethren, of what kind ſoever they be; and at 
the great audit of the world, it ſhall be allowed in their 
accompt, and obtain the approbation of their heavenly 
maſter, when he will declare, Well done thou good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord; 
for in whatever inſtance, whether of cloathing the nak- 
ed, feeding the hungry, viſiting the fick, or comfort- 
ing the afflicted, inaſmuch as it is done to a fit object, 
and upon a Chriſtian principle, though it be one of the 
leaſt of- his brethren, he will look upon as done to 
himſelf. | 051 


Confider well, my beloved, this gracious declaration of 
our Bleſſed Saviour: every day of your lives affords 
you an opportunity of improving it to your own advan- 
tage; but more eſpecially at this time, many innocent 
objects preſent themſelves to your view, and beſpeak 
your charitable regard. Behold them not, I beſeech you, 


with a criminal indifference, or niggardly contempt ; | 


but bleſs the good providence of God for placing you 
in a more independent condition: extol and magnify 
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his mercy and loving kindnek, which fave enabled you 
to relieve. the neceſſities of your indigent brethren ; 
2 therefore to the world, that ye are endued 
with diſpoſitions equal to your reſpective abilities of 
doing good : Let then your. light »fo ſhine before men, that 
they ſeeing, approving, and imitating your good works,, 
ehe w with you, . glarify God. | 


[Rog * to 1 motive to incite;, 
and affecting conſideration to ſtimulate your: paſ- 
fions,.. I well-know, hath been urg d by: thoſe worthy: 


men who haue ſpoke before me en this labour of love; 
however, let me entreat you to hear me paiiently, whilt 
I chuſe to ſpeak to your compaſſion for their ſakes, I: 


would recommend pity to theſe charitable n even 
for _ own. 


_ 


i ak 3 3 DA IT 
you wauld have? what defires to he gratified ? what 
wants both of ſoul and body to be ſupplied, if vou had 
. placed by. providence in their low claſs of life ? 
your parents incapable of giving you cither 


L . "TR... 
proper food, or wholeſome adviee, either profitable in- 
ſtruction, or neceſſary teproof; inſtead of the benefit of 


(ihr) 
gedd fertute dnd adthonition, a ſottiſh arid bad example: 


inſteack Gf direction for keeging holy the ſabbath-day;, 
means bf prdphaning it by drunkenneſs, horrid impre - 
cations, and all forts e N after with 
ulitStoittots indeſtry. SNN9)Ido of: vile Piet, 29 noise 
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ſnatched; ' as it were, out af the fire, | reſcued: from ig 


n6rflinh” and want, from the vile ſlavety do fin and 8a- 
tan miercifully delivered from the coritagion of itnpious 


example and happlly trained up to every thing that is 


good and laudable, through the pious and chearful li- 
berality '6f 16 many r pofed Chriſtians : place theſe 


things in your view, and imagine them all as in 915 
tranfactien; and continge IG Ag if * 


12 8 1 * Jy . 4 , 
bod 2113 c Dom {628 Isert v1} ol eg 


Do therefore,” my NEON to theſe Sh! Little: 
be dun umo, if the 
wiſdom” 6f God had placed yet in thei abject ftition'of 
He. Remember tie end and youwilb nt dd mit. or. 


objects, as you would bs glad to' be 


| Having ſpike ſo much t&'thoſe who: are ih dd 
cònditbn of promoting and encouraging this gyvit cha- ' 


rity,” 1 Motild think myfelf inpiurdonable By this abdi- 


ende, if T i994" Hot' apply t the chiſdren themſelves; to 
* 


E remind 


Inſigine yourſelves under ſuch ati, 


18. | ² 7 
remind herb uf heir ſeveral, duns, 1 Qocd. 40 hie .,. 


jeſty, td their oountry; aal 5mtediate. henkfaRtgrs ;..to-.; 
erery one of theſe ye muſt phy i true and humble gbe-, 
dience : let it he then your diligent care, andi juſt com- 
mendation punctually to obſerve the . wiſe miles af your, 
- _ governors, meekly to profit yourſelves of the ſound in- 
ſtruction, and ſeaſonable correction from;your, maſters, 
who (on the conſcientious diſcharge of the great truſt 
in them tepoſed) cannbt be too muh reſpadted. nor 
too well rewarded:o: För, on their, unwedtiedlahours, 
1 | and 'exemplary. deportment, the preſent, as well as fu- 
= | ture | happincſs nf ſo many ſober; uſeful, and religious 
| en eee 5 do manifeſtly depend. * 


ni 26 US mf enigeg t bas .waiv N ni 2491; 
Before I cloſe this dilcogcſe, give me leaye: to mention 
ſomewhat, as to the meaſure of doing good to the bodies of 
men: it depends on fo many cireumſtances, as makes it im- 
poſſible to aſcertain in what proportion it ſhall be done ; for 
without knowing the abilities of every perſon (and we ſcarce, 
know tlie abilitiet of any one beſides ourſelves) xy &;cannot; 
telb what they may Ipare fiom the: neceſſary ccaſtons of 
 thernſelves and families 3 and conſequently whether they 
ſand. obligedjin a greater or lefs. proportion to be doing, 
n 'but thus much is evident, chat in ſome: proportigh 
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by all obliged, to this duty, and what that Proportion 


£016): 


ought | to. be left to a man! 8 own. diſcretion, and the 


91 2117 7 28 


n determination of his conſcience. In this caſe, 
we had beſt take the advice of a wiſe (though not in · 


ſpired), writer. Be miereiful (lays be) Her iy pound, 1 
if thou 4% much, give Plenteeuſhy ; if thou 50% little, @& © | 
thy diligence gladly to gi ve of that little; : for ſo gatberet | | 
thou thyſel ſelf, a good reward in the day of edverfity > and in tf 
order to take off the þ biaſs of ſelf-intereſt, which m 
mak © our abillty appear les to us than it really is, our 

bleſſed Saviour teaches us to expe à like return br 
what. we beſtow, 4 7 After what meaſure bout mere, i 

ſhall, be meaſured” fo : thee again, © Mark iv. 24. r thy 
meaſure be ſcanty, thou ſhall receive a ſcanty retribu- 
tion; if thy meaſure be large, thou ſhall receive good 
meaſure back again, preſſed down and "On" even 


_ oyerflow into x + boſom, 


But although i it be our intereſt to be as liberal in our 
charitable diftributions, as our circumſtances will admit | 


a of, yet that ought not to be the motive and principle KY 1 
of action, but an obedience to our Lord's commands i 


ought to be the ruling principle, and from thence a free | 
and chearful diſpoſition to relieve our brethren; becauſe [1 
: es * - god of - ©.) whats 


miu 
* 1 


, 
: 


#8 0 
130001; 26413 0 
whatever - ECO in or of nec -effity, is a 


ceptable to « God; as 25 15 ont ary ty te Ieh Kebar 
ful giy Vr. And I. the Sela d 0 84 80 eon Be 


08. 10 e 21 1 C 7] 
the Tg principle of our a we oct de ready 


Ss 


to do all the we car, an ain our "neighbbur 1 
all caſes; : 3788. well thoſe where the ſry erving him x eq, 49 


no expene, an where it dees 25 well to our  eqtias and 


ſuperiors, 5 10 our inferjors; though. this 1 need not 
« 4 81. enn Lis 


inſiſt upon, becauſe if we e to a truly 


Chriſtian, temper, towards our inferiors, . to affiſt 


| them. in. caſes. where Ex ce is.req uired, w al do 


2 eaſily uber it i is .not 3 26 hoſe p r= 
who in this world are Tkely to return our kde, 


- 


and make us | their dehtors. 


| . 1 F 4 * 


119972 nas Lee 5 2. 12 
e to the blind, POR 8 


But then, as we are to d 
. £1 'Þ 3 #4 * 
the lame, ears to the deaf, Accor ing to the Sts e of 


our blefled Saviour, that i is, to make the want of theſe 


1 comforts ſuppo ortable to our wretched brethren ; ; 
ſo according to the ſame example are 2 to p 
t g. YER) 


2022 Le i11tiD 
7 reach the 
goſpel to the poor, to be under 2 concern f for mens 


s fouls, 
and contribute all we can to the furtherance of "their i 


8140 


ſalvation, and whateyer, we do of this k kind 1s more Va- 
- Juable than all the kindneſs we, can ſhew to mens Podteb z 


for 


* 


621 Y Fe, . 
for they ſhall wax old as doth a garment, and in a ſhort time 
be neither better for our kindneſs, nor worſe for the lack 
of it; whereas, what we do for the ſouls of men ſhall 
become a perpetual obligation, and afford comfort both 
to the giver and receiver, ſo long as the ſoul endureth, even 


from generation to generation, and world without end. 


Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through. the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work, to do his Will, working in 


you that which is well-pleafing in his fight, through Je- 


ſus Chriſt our Lord ; to whom, with the Father, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed as is moſt due, all Honour, 
Glory, Power, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 


both now and ever more. Amen, 
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